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RESULTS OF THE STUDY



The Openesf platform was launched the 7 of November of 2007. The data for the study was collected three months later, in March. 

A Size of the community: After three months of have been launched, 220 participants form the community and 62 projects have been created.  The community grown with around 100 new people subscribed per month.  In June the number of participants is 446 and the number of projects 130. 

B Agenda of the community: Distribution of the project by theme: According to the thematic associated to the title of the project created, the thematic more addressed are: War, conflict resolution and peace (14,6%); Democracy and politics (10,4%); Communication technology (10,4%); Art Culture and entertainment (8,3%); Ecology and sustainability (6,3%); ESF (6,3%); Labor Precarity and unemployment (6,3%); and, Woman, Gender, Sexuality (6,3%). 

C Typology of projects by type of use of the projects This typology considers two aspects, the orientation of the contents (I.e: Expositive versus collaborative – work in progress) and the number of people that intervened (I.e: if the contents are generated by more than one person).

0 - Not started to be used (37,7%): Projects that were created but never started to be used. Even in the case of projects with several members subscribed, the projects has not been started to be used.  

1- Link oriented: A project that basically provide a link to an other website (5,7%).  

2 – Group presentation: A generally it consists of a wiki page that descrive the group. The contents are presented in a “expositive” oriented form; in a willing of making to know the existence of the group, more than to use the space to engage in a collaborative (20,8%).

3 – E-list oriented: When the project is destinate only to the use of e-lists; 4 – Wardrove: when the project is only use to archive documents; 5 – When there is a group presentation and working document and an e-list communication; 6 – Blog developed basically by one person (1,9%).

4 – Wardrove of documents: When the project is only use to archive documents (5,7%).

5 – Working group – work in progress: A project, which is designed as a working space. Projects that invite to further develop the contents and invite to a collective engagement. The contents of these projects generally are edited by more than one person. However, it could be also the case that all the contents where edited only by one person, nevertheless this person adopted the role of putting online the contents that were the result of a collaborative work between other members, such as minutes of EPA working groups meetings (20,8%) 

6 – Blog: Generally only one person develops this space and its contents are a sequence of last news or opinions (1,9%).

7 – Knowledge node: The goal of this project is in itself to make available a resource of knowledge. They do not have like with the other projects a n other parallel goal like organise a seminar or coordinate the work of a working group (3,8%). 


The distribution of frequency of the type of use of the projects shows that almost the 40% of the projects are not started to be used. Then the more frequent type is the projects that are used only to present an organization (22.6%) and the projects that host working groups (20,8%). Then in minor degree link oriented project or wardrobe oriented (5,7%) 

E Gender distribution of the participation Concerning the gender distribution, among the accounts from which is known the gender, 64% are men and 36% are women. In order to contrast this data data on gender distribution on online communities and on gender distribution in the ESF and EPA will be search. Nevertheless, from a first impression the results invite to consider that the openesf do not “reject” considerable women participation as it happens in a higher degree the EPA and the ESF activities. 

 
Frequency
Percent

Valid

 
Man
114
64.0


Woman
64
36.0


Total
178
100.0

Missing
Missing Data
36
 

Total
214
 

F Geographical distribution Concerning the geographical distribution, among the participants which location is known, the more frequent precedence is Italy (22,1%); Sweden (18,6%); Germany (10,3%); France (8,3%); Turkey (7,6%); United Kingdom (6,2%); and, Belgium (5,5%). The participation from East Europe (resulting from summing the participation from the several countries) it is of 5,6%. Finally, four people provide several locations (2,8%) and one present she as transnational. 



In some cases this geographical distribution appears similar to the geographical distribution among the participants in the EPA. Italian and French delegation is known as large delegation in the EPA. In the case of Italy, it could be also explained the high percentage due to Italian effort for promoting the “process” radiation of the openesf. Which results in the registration of projects, which contents are in Italian (all the others are at list also in English) and not connected to the EPA event. 



Sweden high participation could be explained because the next ESF will take place in Malmö. The same can be said for Turkey, as the ESF 2010 will take place in Istanbul. 



The large participation from Germany could be explained because the last EPA did take place in Berlin. 



Considering the low number of participants from the UK at the last EPAs (missing data), it is curious the number of participants located at UK. 



Last, two e-participants provided as location the name of an organization. 



G Event versus process oriented Concerning the group associated to the project, the more frequent subjects with projects at the OpenESF are the “unspecified project”, which are the projects related to a theme, but do not specify the territorial dimension of the relation with the EPA and ESF event (39,6%). They are posted in a platform with an European scope, so it could be some of these cases that might assume an international and european dimension. Then the more frequent are the EPA networks. These are networks that meet the Friday before every EPA (30,2%). The EPA Working groups (11,3%) and the NOC working groups (7,5%) are the sequent more frequent. National delegations in the EPA are relatively small (1,9%). The number of ESF activities (3,8%) might expect to be increase in the next months, because the merging process will be hosted at the openesf. By ESF activities is referred the seminars and workshops during the Forum. 



The number of projects associated to local activities or activities not related to the ESF event are low (5,7%) considering the expectations that are put on the openesf as a tool that support the formation of an ESF process not connected to an specific event. Several of the “process” projects are linked to Italy and are in Italian (missing concrete data). Apart, only two other project provided information in more than one language (English and French), and there are not projects in other languages. 

Project subject

 
Frequency
Percent

Valid

 
EPA Network
16
30.2


EPA Working Group
6
11.3


NOC Working group
4
7.5


ESF Activity
2
3.8


National delegation
1
1.9


Local Project
3
5.7


Unspecified - European/global Initiative
21
39.6


Total
53
100.0

H Identity: Individual versus organization participation: The large majority of the accounts (97,19%) are registered with the name and nickname of an apparently real person. Although the discussions on the EPA concerning the reclaiming space of an organizational way of participating and organizations can be registered at the openesf, the reference to an organization is not predominant. Only three accounts have a name and nickname organizations instead of a person (I.e.: Futuroieri). People tend to present their self providing a combination of personal and activist information. Only some of the e-participants present them self in the About as members or representative of an organization (Specially Attack people and Trade Unions). 



Instead, among the e-participants that did provide a website link, the organizational websites are six times more than the links to personal websites. 



Among the e-participants that provided a picture in their profile, only five did not provide a picture of them self. However in any of the cases was provided the logo of an organization.

I Commercial versus not commercial:  From the nine people that provided a personal website, two of them provided as a personal website his Facebook profile. Apart, one NOC member created a group at Facebook (a commercial side) to mobilizes for the V ESF.



Last, unfortunately it couldn't be build any indicator per age.   

